DENVER JEWISH DAY SCHOOL PTO PROGRAMS
(In order of approximate timing during the school year)

Back to School Ice Cream Social:  
On the day prior to the first full day of school, parents and students meet their teachers and view their new classroom, then go outdoors for frozen treats and schmoozing with old and new friends.  

Back to School Coffee and Cry:

On the first full day of school, parents are invited to come to the gym after drop off for coffee and snacks.
Entertainment Book Fundraiser:
This fundraiser provides each Lower Division Student with a single Entertainment Book and a packet of instructions to take home.  The student’s family may purchase the book at the price given in the information packet or the book must be returned.  Students should be encouraged to sell additional books (available for pick-up at school), but should not be selling to strangers.  Students receive prizes based on the number of books they sell.

Lands’ End Apparel Sales:

Lands’ End provides apparel from their “School Uniform” catalog with the Denver Jewish Day School logo.  Both logo and non-logo apparel and accessories from this catalog give the PTO a minimal contribution when our Preferred School number (900125543) is used.  This is considered a service of the PTO, rather than a fundraiser.  It should be noted that all orders placed in a local Sears store with a Lands’ End department are shipped free of charge.  Parents can get advance notice of sales and promotions by registering their email address online at www.landsend.com under “School Uniforms”.  Please note that you may find it easier to place your order by phone after shopping online.
PTO Meetings:
Four meetings are held each school year.  Attend a meeting to meet other parents, to find out what programs are planned, to get involved in planning or staffing an event or program, and to help guide the direction of the organization.  

Room Parents:
Room parents are volunteers who work with the teachers and parents of a given grade level to facilitate communication and to determine the teachers’ needs and desires.  The room parents are responsible for finding parents to accomplish requested tasks, not to do everything themselves.

Ice Cream Fridays:
During warm weather months, the PTO offers frozen treats immediately after dismissal on Friday afternoons.  Treats may be purchased for $1 each or an entire class may be sponsored by one of the students in the class, in which case every student in the class will be given a ticket to pay for their treat.  The cost to sponsor a class is $40, regardless of class size.  This program is a fundraiser for the PTO.  

Shabbat Whites:
In order to get in the spirit and welcome in Shabbat, students are asked to wear a white shirt of any kind on Fridays.  We would love to see 100% compliance with this program.

Blast:
Blast is a parent organized and run program of after school enrichment activities.  Different types of classes are offered each day of the week at prices established between the instructor and the Blast Co-Chairs.  Registration should be completed online.  Brandi Pelz in the Lower Division office assures the administrative support of the program.  The cost of each class includes a nominal fee to cover janitorial support and costs of running the program.  Blast is not a fundraising program.
Sukkah Hop:
Each year a neighborhood is selected and families are invited to visit 3-4 sukkot in close proximity to each other for food, music and crafts.  This event is generally held on the Sunday of Hol ha-Mo’ed.

Kids Kippot Fundraiser:
This new fundraiser will be scheduled for the fall.  Families may place orders for reversible, machine washable kippot.  Students can choose two different fabrics in their favorite patterns. 

Mixed Bags Fundraiser:
This new fundraiser offers reusable bags made of recycled materials.  We’d like to promote “going green” this Hanukkah season.  Buy them for friends and family, or use them instead of gift wrap.
Parents’ Night Out:

This is a new program where we hope to gather groups of parents twice during the school year for socializing outside of school.  This is not a fundraising program.

Student Art Fundraiser:
Formerly known as the Original Artwork Fundraiser, we are working with a new company this year.  www.artsonia.com allows each student to create a library of artwork which may be turned into various kinds of gifts at any time during the year.  Parents may send a link and password to friends and relatives permitting them to view the student’s work as well as purchase a mug, apron, notecards, etc. with an image of the work created by the student.

Teacher Gift Fund Collection:
This should be called a “Staff” gift fund.  At the end of the calendar year, each full and part time staff member is recognized with a gift card of a denomination determined by the PTO for the given year.  This includes not only classroom teachers, but Specials teachers, office staff, Security, maintenance staff, and administration.  Parents should feel no need to give an additional gift for the holidays.  A portion of the funds collected also go to finance Staff Appreciation Week in the spring.  This week includes a special staff-only breakfast, as well as daily special activities to recognize and thank the staff that works so lovingly with our children all year.  Collection for the Staff Gift Fund is usually done in October or early November.  This collection does not provide end of school year gifts to the teachers/staff.  Those are left to the discretion of individual parents and/or room parents.
Teacher Snack Baskets:

Parent-teacher conferences are held during the week of Thanksgiving.  Staff must be present all day for meetings.  The PTO therefore provides snack baskets so that teachers may maintain their strength!
Back to School Coffees:

Coffee and treats are offered by the PTO on the first morning back after our three major vacation periods:  Thanksgiving break, winter break, and Passover break.  Weather permitting, these are held outdoors in front of the Lower Division building.
Scholastic Book Fair:
For a week each fall and each spring, the Scholastic Book Company sends us shelves and tables of books from which students may choose for purchase.  In addition to reaping a percentage of sales, we also receive Scholastic credit which our teachers and librarian use for purchase of new books and other materials available from Scholastic.  Students are generally given time to make a list of books they want and then give this list to their parents.  Teachers also make a list of books they would like for the classroom, and this is posted on a board so that parents may purchase these items as a donation to the class.

Tea Party Fundraiser:
Watch for more information about this exciting after school activity.
Restaurant Night:
Families meet at a select restaurant on a given date for socializing outside of school.  A portion of the proceeds is donated back to the school by the host establishment.

Purim Baskets Fundraiser:

In the tradition of Mishloach Manot, every student, faculty, staff, and Board member is given a bag of “goodies” signed by the names of all those who contributed to their bag.  Families may select to contribute to all with a standard greeting or may personalize their list of recipients and their greetings.
Crazy Hair Day:
In recognition of the month of Adar, students may either come to school with their hair in an original “do” or may receive colored or glitter hairspray and styling in the lobbies of both the Upper and the Lower Division buildings.  A financial contribution of $1 or more is requested for the privilege of coming to school looking wild and crazy.

Crazy Mixed-Up Day:
Bye-bye dress code as students wear their clothing and accessories backwards, upside down, inside out, and/or mismatched.  A financial contribution of $1 or more is requested for the privilege of coming to school looking wild and crazy.
Photography Fundraiser:

Laura Mahony will be taking candid outdoor photos of Lower Division students the week of May 30th.  Scheduling will be available for sibling groups and Upper Division students, including senior portraits.  Photos may be viewed and ordered online, with a portion of proceeds going to the PTO.  Laura has been photographing kids at the JCC Preschool and the Logan School for years.  Visit www.lauramahonyphotography.com to see examples of her work.
Teacher Appreciation Week:
Following a theme selected by the committee, each day teachers are recognized with a small gift or other type of presentation as they arrive at school or during the school day.  

Staff Appreciation Breakfast:
This staff-only event is held on the last late start Wednesday of the year.  Keeping with the theme of the week, breakfast and coffee are served and staff is thanked for years of service.  A small gift in keeping with the theme of the week is provided to each staff member.

Israel Independence Day: 
This is planned and run by the Judaic faculty, with a meaningful snack or other treat for students funded by the PTO.

Lag b’Omer Picnic:
Lag b’Omer is a Jewish holiday celebrated on the thirty-third day of the Counting of the Omer, which occurs on the 18th day of Iyar.  As restrictions of mourning are lifted on this 33rd day of the Omer, weddings, parties, listening to music, and haircuts are commonly scheduled to coincide with this day. Families go on picnics and outings. Children traditionally go out to the fields with their teachers with bows and rubber-tipped arrows.  While our students will not be practicing archery, families should plan to bring a picnic blanket and food to enjoy together following the early dismissal of classes.  There will be a craft for students, a bonfire, a visit by fire engines, and Rabbi Akiva will make a special visit.
Art Extravaganza:
Student artwork is displayed for parents to enjoy.  Each Lower Division student usually picks 2-4 of their favorite pieces to enter in the show.  This may or may not be timed to coincide with the Lag b’Omer picnic and with a sale and display of works by local artists and artisans.

Avid4 Adventure:

This Outdoor Education School Intensive Program is designed to expose large numbers of kids to active non-competitive outdoor pursuits and their benefits.  Avid4 will come to our school campus May 16-18, bringing a 25 foot high mobile climbing wall, a 30 foot portable pool for kayaking and canoeing, mountain bikes and a portable mountain bike skills course (or training to ride a 2-wheeler), and an outdoor “Leave No Trace” classroom.  All Lower Division students will rotate through the stations, spending about and hour and a half at each.  After school each day, students will be invited to bring their parents to the Intensive to participate with them.  A fee will be required of each student, the amount of which will be based on the PTO’s fundraising success.

End of School:
Room parents organize activities for one last get together before we say good bye for the summer.  Some classes had a picnic at a local park.  Others went swimming at a local pool or at the JCC.  One class went for a bike ride.
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